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The Big Idea
•  God’s love sets us free to celebrate. 

Key Text
•  Luke 15:11–32

Supportive Texts
•  Luke 15:1–7
•  Luke 15:8–10

Exegetical Idea
•  When reconciliation to and relationship with the Father are our highest aim, 

He sets us free to celebrate His grace and goodness. 

Primary Thoughts to Convey
•  Receiving God’s love moves us from rebellion to reconciliation.
•  Receiving God’s love moves us from religion to relationship.

Applications to Make
•  Repent of your sins and turn to God. Receive His grace.
•  Stop comparing your good deeds to the sins of others. Enjoy His grace. 

Creative/Illustrative Ideas
•  Have a LOST and FOUND box with a big sign beside you on the platform. Refer to it in the 

talk. When you call people to receive the Lord and be fully found by Him or set free from 
“rules-oriented” religion, move the Lost and Found box to the edge of the platform. Invite 
them to come receive your new believers kit from the Lost and Found which is designed 
to encourage, connect them, and keep them from getting lost.

•  Have a big party post service! Or even better… during the service! 
Possibly include communion.

•  Personal story of being friends with someone spiritual people looked down on (and 
showed how unspiritual they really were). 

•  Tell reasons why some people feel they don’t belong when they go to a church for the first 
time or your own experience.

•  #1 question people ask when they consider coming to church: “What should I wear?”
•  Share a time you lost something precious and why you think you lost it.
•  Tell where lost stuff hides and why it’s so hard to find.
•  Explain how the Kingdom is similar to an efficient lost and found where no

matter how something is lost, God’s desire is for it (them) to be found.
Tell the story of something you found that was lost for a long time and how you
told everybody when you found it. 

•  Show how in hide and seek, we can be found more easily if we choose to stop hiding.
•  Tell the story of the Japanese soldier who hid 30 years after the war ended

(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiroo_Onoda)



Sample Message / LOVE CAN UNBIND US

I. The unwilling listeners exposed. 
A. Explanation

1.   Two wildly different groups. 
2.   Luke 15:1–2
3.   People who think they know and represent Jesus may not represent His heart at all. 
4.   Religion will always put us in bondage. 

B. Illustration
1.   Personal story of being friends with someone spiritual people looked down on (and  

  showed how unspiritual they really were). 
C. Application

1.   Find a homeless person and offer to buy lunch / have lunch with them. If they agree,  
  share a meal and listen to their story. 

2.   Challenge your people to initiate genuine interest in conversation with others 
  who are not like them IN and OUT of church this week, and have them post to 
  you what happened. 

3.   Challenge each to ask what bugs them most about sinful, immodest, angry, 
  prideful people. Is it their sin or their lostness?

4.   Invite listeners to ask, “Am I more of an unwilling listener or lost?”
II. The lost things understood

A. Explanation
1.   Luke 15:3–4, 8
2.   The lost things represent spiritually lost people
3.   Lost because of foolishness (sheep), thoughtlessness (coin), willfulness (son)
4.   Show how being lost is more than sin (law-breaking), but is not 

  finding our home in God.
B. Illustration

1.   Share a time you lost something precious and why you think you lost it.
C. Application

1.   Call listeners to ask themselves how often an item is lost 
  because “it” misplaced “itself.” 

2.   Remember back to before you met Jesus. What did lostness feel like to you?
3.   What did you need the most when you were far from God? A jury or a search party?
4.   Are there people you know are lost who you are judging more than searching for?
5.   Why is it so hard to admit when you’re lost? 

III. The joyful seekers celebrated.
A. Explanation

1.   Luke 15:6–7, 9–10, 20–24
2.   Religion is seen as humanity’s search for God
3.   Reality is that God is searching for us!
4.   Bring in the prodigal son story by briefly recapping and reading vs. 20–24
5.   The big question for all people: am I willing to be found?
6.   Tell how the broken younger brother was but the proud older wasn’t
7.   The big question for spiritual people who are bugged by Jesus’ love: am I willing to  

  trust in grace alone and be a part of the party?



8.   Heaven is a party where the food never runs out, the music never fades, 
  and nobody ever tells you to go home.

B. Illustration
1.   Tell the story of the Japanese soldier who hid 30 years after the war ended  

  (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiroo_Onoda)
C. Application

1.   Ask listeners to get brutally honest by asking, “Am I bound by rule-keeping or free  
  and found by grace?” 

2.   Throw a new-birthday party for people you know who’ve met Jesus but may still be  
  misunderstood by others because of their past. 

3.   Invite to step through the unwilling listeners of your past, or crew you hang out with  
  into God’s Lost and Found part by putting your trust in God’s mercy and grace alone  
  (provide a call).

Conclusion:
Have a Lost and Found box with a big sign beside you on the platform. When you call people 
to receive the Lord and be fully found by Him or set free from rules-oriented religion, move 
the Lost and Found box to the edge of the platform and invite them to receive your New 
Believers kit (from the Lost and Found box), which is designed to encourage, connect them, 
and keep them from getting lost. 


